
April 18, 2024 
Agenda No. 8 

 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
TO:  Biola Community Services District Board of Directors 
FROM: General Manager, Elaine Cervantes  
DATE:  April 18, 2024 
CC:    Marisol Camacho, Pete Cerna, Morelia Avila 
 
Board Members, 

Ag Burn Alternative Grant Project #G-201583 

1. Grant Application Submission: The grant application for the 5-acre project on Howard 
was successfully completed and submitted to the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution 
Control District. 

2. Follow-Up Communication: A follow-up was conducted with Kim Albers regarding the 
status of the grant application. Ms. Albers provided positive feedback, indicating that the 
application is likely to be approved and funded. 

3. Expected Communication: Anticipate receiving a written letter from the San Joaquin 
Valley Air Pollution Control District within the next 2 weeks. This letter will contain 
detailed specifications and information regarding the grant. 

4. Commencement of Removal Process: Upon receipt of the written letter and grant 
specifications, the removal process can begin by the end of May 2024. 

Conclusion: 

The grant application for the 5-acre project on Howard is progressing well, with indications of 
approval and funding from the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District. Once the 
written letter is received, further steps will be taken to commence the removal process according 
to the grant specifications. This progress aligns with the timeline outlined in the initial 
application, and we remain optimistic about the successful execution of the project moving 
forward. 

2024 Mid-Valley Rate Increase – Biola 

As per the 1st Amendment to Municipal Solid Waste Franchise Agreement that was adopted on 
October 20, 2022, the new rates will take effect July 1, 2024. The new CPI increase will be 
5.5%.  Please see attached. 

Tele Communication Tower – We received notice that Vertical Bridge is wanting to install 
another communication tower on the Harris Property located on Third Street across from the 
Biola Village.  The District never received any correspondence or communication from the 
Fresno County Planning Department as to such tower.  Originally this item was on the Fresno 
County Planning Agenda meeting that was scheduled for Thursday, April 11, 2024 @ 8:45am. 
Due to the excessive phones calls to the County stating our concerns and furthermore not being 
aware of such movement.  This item was postponed late Wednesday until further investigation. 
This will allow us enough time to make our voices heard and not of a company that is based in 
Florida.  



 
2024 Assembly District 27 State Budget Request 

Action Taken: We completed the application process by the deadline of Friday, March 8, 2024. 
We collaborated with the Fresno County Program Manager and other relevant stakeholders to 
ensure that all necessary information and documentation were submitted accurately and on time. 

Current Status: At present, we are still awaiting confirmation to determine whether our 
community's proposal has been accepted and if it will be added to the state budget for funding.  

 

Fresno City College Computer Literacy Classes 

Overview: Fresno City College has initiated computer literacy classes are going strong. We 
started with 12 Students now we are down to 7 Students. The District aimed at equipping 
individuals with essential digital skills. These classes cater to diverse schedules, being held on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. 

Enrollment Status: Prospective students who are interested in enhancing their computer 
proficiency still have the opportunity to enroll in these classes. The enrollment process remains 
open, allowing individuals to take advantage of this valuable educational opportunity. 

Inclusivity Measures: In a commendable display of inclusivity, Fresno City College has 
ensured that language barriers do not hinder participation. They have arranged for interpreters to 
assist individuals who exclusively speak Spanish, thus ensuring that a wider demographic can 
benefit from the program. 

Implications: These computer literacy classes hold significant implications for the community. 
By offering accessible and flexible education, Fresno City College is empowering individuals 
with the skills necessary to thrive in an increasingly digital world. Furthermore, the provision of 
interpreters exemplifies the institution's commitment to diversity and inclusion. 

Conclusion: Fresno City College's computer literacy classes represent a valuable opportunity for 
individuals seeking to enhance their digital competencies. With flexible scheduling and inclusive 
measures in place, these classes serve as a beacon of accessible education. As enrollment 
remains open, interested individuals are encouraged to seize this opportunity to enhance their 
computer skills and expand their horizon

 
Community Outreach  

Fresno County General Plan - On April 4, 2024, the last meeting for the Biola General Plan 
was held.  The County did come back and state that adding River Ranch to our General Plan 
expansion would be a potential liability and would delay the process of the grant. There was not 
enough time to meet deadline requirements due to the environmental report that would be 
needed.  We are waiting on a final draft from the County as to what was added and changed for 
the District. 

EOC -(Economic Opportunity Commissions) Water/Sewer/PG&E Assistance Program The 
impact of the program that came out to Biola twice in January 2024 was truly significant, with 
around 140 residents approved and enrolled for assistance with their water and sewer bills. It's 
heartening to see the positive outcomes for both individual residents and the broader district. The 
ongoing support from EOC is invaluable, and the community is indeed blessed to receive such 
assistance. This initiative continues to make a positive difference in the lives of those it serves. 



 
We have received a total of $25,492.00 for unpaid Water/Sewer Services.  This program expired 
March 29, 2024. 

 

BOARD PACKETS – Agendas and Board Packets will be sent by email effective August 1, 
2023.  If a hard copy is needed copies will be available at the office for pickup at your 
convenience, every Friday before the scheduled Board Meeting of every month.  Thank you for 
your patience as we try and be a little more efficient with staff time and safety.   

As a reminder the office hours are as follows: 

Monday – office closed  

Tuesday – 8:00am –5:00pm  

Wednesday – 8:00am –5:00pm 

Thursday – 8:00am – 5:00pm  

Friday – 8:00am – 2:00pm  

 

  

 



Exhibit (D)

Estimated Increase 5.5% 5.5% 5.5% 5.5%

Single Family Residential Rates 12/1/2022 7/1/2023 7/1/2024 7/1/2025 7/1/2026

Garbage, Recycle, and Green Waste Service

$28.70 $30.28 $31.94 $33.70 $35.55

$25.40 $26.80 $28.27 $29.83 $31.47

*Note: - Reduced rate service is available by request only to senior residences with 2 or less persons.

Extra Cart Gray Blue or Green (each) $14.00 $14.77 $15.58 $16.44 $17.34

Cart Contamination Fee $15.00 $15.83 $16.70 $17.61 $18.58

Sofa/Couch $42.60 $44.94 $47.41 $50.02 $52.77

Refridgerator $35.13 $37.06 $39.10 $41.25 $43.52

Mattress: $27.67 $29.19 $30.80 $32.49 $34.28

Washer/Dryer $27.67 $29.19 $30.80 $32.49 $34.28

Tire (Small) $12.72 $13.42 $14.16 $14.94 $15.76

Television $15.71 $16.57 $17.49 $18.45 $19.46

Commercial Rates
Container No. Pickups Per Week Material

Cart - 96 Gallon 1 MSW (Gray) $23.17 $24.44 $25.79 $27.21 $28.70

Cart - 96 Gallon 2 MSW (Gray) $45.80 $48.32 $50.98 $53.78 $56.74

Bin - 2.0 Cubic Yards 1 MSW (Gray) $99.45 $104.92 $110.69 $116.78 $123.20

Bin - 2.0 Cubic Yards 2 MSW (Gray) $167.89 $177.12 $186.87 $197.14 $207.99

Bin - 2.0 Cubic Yards 3 MSW (Gray) $287.55 $303.37 $320.05 $337.65 $356.22

Bin - 3.0 Cubic Yards 1 MSW (Gray) $137.60 $145.17 $153.15 $161.58 $170.46

Bin - 3.0 Cubic Yards 2 MSW (Gray) $238.88 $252.02 $265.88 $280.50 $295.93

Bin - 3.0 Cubic Yards 3 MSW (Gray) $362.50 $382.44 $403.47 $425.66 $449.07

Bin - 4.0 Cubic Yards 1 MSW (Gray) $162.12 $171.04 $180.44 $190.37 $200.84

Bin - 4.0 Cubic Yards 2 MSW (Gray) $278.50 $293.82 $309.98 $327.03 $345.01

Bin - 4.0 Cubic Yards 3 MSW (Gray) $406.23 $428.57 $452.14 $477.01 $503.25

Bin - 6.0 Cubic Yards 1 MSW (Gray) $205.16 $216.44 $228.35 $240.91 $254.16

Bin - 6.0 Cubic Yards 2 MSW (Gray) $387.49 $408.80 $431.29 $455.01 $480.03

Bin - 6.0 Cubic Yards 3 MSW (Gray) $572.15 $603.62 $636.82 $671.84 $708.79

Cart - 96 Gallon 1 REC (Blue) $11.75 $12.40 $13.08 $13.80 $14.56

Cart - 96 Gallon 2 REC (Blue) $23.10 $24.37 $25.71 $27.12 $28.62

Bin - 2.0 Cubic Yards 1 REC (Blue) $51.21 $54.03 $57.00 $60.13 $63.44

Bin - 2.0 Cubic Yards 2 REC (Blue) $79.80 $84.19 $88.82 $93.70 $98.86

Bin - 3.0 Cubic Yards 1 REC (Blue) $68.74 $72.52 $76.51 $80.72 $85.16

Bin - 3.0 Cubic Yards 2 REC (Blue) $101.00 $106.56 $112.42 $118.60 $125.12

Cart - 96 Gallon 1 ORG (Green) $18.00 $18.99 $20.03 $21.14 $22.30

Cart - 96 Gallon 2 ORG (Green) $34.00 $35.87 $37.84 $39.92 $42.12

Bin - 1.5 Cubic Yards 1 ORG (Green) $70.00 $73.85 $77.91 $82.20 $86.72

Bin - 1.5 Cubic Yards 2 ORG (Green) $120.00 $126.60 $133.56 $140.91 $148.66

Contaminated Bin Fee Gray, Blue, Green $25.00 $26.38 $27.83 $29.36 $30.97

Roll-off Service Rates
Roll Off - Various Sizes Per Ton Fee $68.50 $72.27 $76.24 $80.44 $84.86

Includes recycle sort at MV facility. Per Pickup/Haul Fee $264.89 $279.46 $294.83 $311.04 $328.15

Biola Community Services District
Schedule of Solid Waste Rates

Standard Service, (3) 96 gallon carts for refuse, recycle, and green waste.

Reduced Service, (1) 64 gallon cart for refuse, (2) 96 gallon carts for recycle and green 

waste.*

Bulky Item Pickup (on call): Bulky items (with limitations) may be disposed of free of charge 

during scheduled bi-annual cleanup events.  Extra, customer requested pickups will incur fee. 
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